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Dear Families, 

 

It has been a really busy half term. The children have been engaged in such a range of ac�vi�es and working 

really hard.  The annual pupil survey has given us lots of posi�ves with 98% of children happy in school (up from 

91% last year).  The children love a huge range of subjects with Art being their favourite, but subjects like French 

and Music becoming more popular again. The best bit of the pupil survey is what aspira�ons they have for the 

future... It is incredible what our children already think about wan�ng to be when they are older. I will share the 

results of the survey on the Academy Website. The most popular choice was TEACHER - it beat YouTuber and 

Footballer. That's a first! 
 

I also want to thank so many of you for your words of encouragement, compassion, understanding, love and 

passion for the Brookside Community. It really can make the difference to a member of staff's wellbeing and so 

many of you go above and beyond in your support. Thank you so much. You are amazing and have made the 

difference for many staff already this year.  
 

On another note, I know that the cancelling trip debate has also come up already this year and I wanted to 

explain why we need to do this. It is true that any trips are a voluntary contribu�on. We have found that we 

were doing too much follow up to ensure we had contribu�ons in - this was not the right thing to do and we are 

sorry we did this. Trips are not a compulsory thing within the curriculum - they are something teachers plan in to 

support the experiences and learning of the children in their class. Children do love them.  They tell us that they 

are a big part of their memories of school. The truth is, we do not have the addi�onal funding to support them 

and we therefore have to make that horrible decision about whether they can happen or not. In future, we will 

send the ini�al le7er out and we will then send a follow up le7er about a week away from the deadline if we feel 

the trip is in danger of being cancelled. We accept that there is always a short fall (we book them at cost) but 

when you mul�ply this by the 20 classes we have across the Academy, we can easily have a shor:all into the 

many thousands of pounds. We cannot sustain this kind of support. Therefore, difficult decisions have to be 

made. We do not do this lightly; in fact we hate doing it but the cold hard reality for schools is they are not 

allowed to have a deficit budget and have to set a balanced budget every year. The cost of living has hit us really 

hard - just imagine what the rise in electricity costs at Brookside are - it's eye watering. But we also know that it 

has been really difficult for you too. This is something we are mindful of and will con�nue to look into this year. 
 

On another posi�ve note Brookside have just been announced as finalists in three categories for the Educa�on 

Today Na�onal Awards: h7p://educa�ontodayawards.co.uk/ 
 

Yours sincerely,   
 

Brian Walton 

Street Food Bank Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who kindly sent in dona�ons of food and other items for us to pass 

on to Street Food Bank.  Your generosity, as always, overwhelms us and we know that our 

local community in Street will benefit hugely from it. 

Street Foodbank are seeing the very real impact the cost of living crisis is having here in our community. As     

demand for their service increases, they are struggling to keep their shelves stocked. Your dona�ons will help to 

keep their store replenished, so that they can con�nue to meet this growing local need.  

Thank you, again, for helping  those in our community who are struggling in these very difficult �mes.  



 

 

 

IMPORTANT PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOL           

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION 
 

Please apply now if your child is due to transfer to secondary school 

OR  

start school for the first 'me, in September 2024 

 

The admissions process for school place applica�ons in September 2024 is now well under way  

and the Somerset Council website is now live for parents/carers to make their on-line applica-

�ons. 

Unfortunately, Somerset Council do not have the capacity to send individual reminders to       

parents. Informa�on can be found on their website www.somerset.gov.uk/admissions and they 

make use of Facebook, twi7er, local press, etc.   

 

Year 6 children transferring to Secondary School in September 2024 — 

How to Apply  

For Year 6 children transferring to Secondary School, the closing date for applica�ons is           

31st October 2023 and the na�onal offer day is 1st March 2024.   

Parents can apply online now at: h3ps://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-

educa'on/applying-for-school/star'ng-at-a-secondary-or-upper-school-in-september/ 

The secondary admission guide for the 2024 admissions process can be found on the Somerset 

Council website: Applying for school (somerset.gov.uk). Parent/carers are advised to read the 

guide thoroughly before making an online applica�on. 

 

Children due to Start School for the First Time in September 2024 —  How 

to Apply  

For children due to start school for the first �me (those who turn four before September 2024), 

the closing date for applica�ons is 15
th
 January 2024 and the na�onal offer day is 16

th
 April 

2024.   

Parents can apply online now at:  h3ps://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-

educa'on/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-'me/ 

The primary admission guide for the 2024 admissions process can be found on the Somerset 

Council website: Applying for school (somerset.gov.uk).  

Parent/carers are advised to read the guide thoroughly before making an online applica�on. 



Brookside Football  

Both the boys’ and the girls' teams have started their respec�ve seasons with a bang. 

With both teams comfortably winning their first two games, and the girls being               

par�cularly prolific in front of goal. Both sets of players have been working hard during 

weekly training sessions aFer school, which seem to be paying off! The last fixture of the 

group stages for both sides will be against a strong West Pennard side.  
 

     Brookside Boys 3-1 Walton Boys - POTM - Leo 

     Brookside Boys 8-1 Butleigh Boys - POTM - Lewis  

     Brookside Girls 15-0 Walton Girls - POTM - Libby 

     Brookside Girls 9-0 Butleigh Girls - POTM - Cass 
 

Cross Country  
 

The Cross-Country season got back underway at the start of the month. First up, a trip to Millfield 

prep, a long course which ventures through the forest, whilst naviga�ng your way around difficult 

terrain. Brookside has gained a lot more runners this year, par�cularly girls who are keen to take 

on the challenge. Below are the     results of our compe�tors within their respec�ve races. Well 

done to all who took part.  
 

     Lower School Girls     Lower School Boys 

     Isabelle - 39th     Marley -112th  

     Jessica - 82nd  
 

 

     Upper School Girls     Upper School Boys  

     Holly - 68th      Filip - 14th  
 

             Milo - 30th   

            Mason—66th  

            Alex—95th  

The Year 6 children were fantas�c company last week at The Fleet Air Arm Museum; they listened a7en�vely, 

asked brilliant ques�ons and loved dressing up - a lot! The staff were so impressed with our children and        

commented repeatedly, that if every school behaved as well as ours, they would be very happy indeed! Well 

done Brookside, you were a pleasure to take and here are just some of the brilliant pictures taken, but you can 

see many more at our Sharing Assembly on November 9th.  



 Brodie Williams’ ‘Golden Gateway’ 

We were hugely excited and proud when former Brookside pupil, Brodie Williams, 

nominated Brookside Academy as his 'Golden Gateway', following his gold medal 

success in last year's Commonwealth Games. Brodie was a member of the Team 

England Swimming Team in 2022 and won gold medals in the Men's 4 x 100m  

Medley Relay and in the Men's 200m Backstroke—he also won silver in the Men's 

100m  Backstroke!  

Golden Gateways is an ini�a�ve that celebrates the gold medal-winning Team   

England athletes by installing a plaque at a loca�on relevant to their route to glory. 

Brodie came into school on  the 4th October, with his proud parents, and delivered 

an inspira�onal assembly to the children. This was followed by a short ceremony 

where Brodie unveiled his 'Golden Gateway' plaque in our  entrance foyer. Also in 

a7endance was Cllr, Bryan Knickerbocker, Chairman of Street Parish Council, and 

Brookside Governor, Lauren Whinton.  

Brodie is training hard for a place in next year’s Summer Olympics in Paris—we’re all roo�ng for you Brodie! 

 



                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello and welcome to the first issue of Wellbeing Ma7ers for the new school year!   

This �me can feel really busy for many of us and can bring pressures as we se7le into old (or some�mes new) 

rou�nes.  Hopefully by now your children are used to their classes and adults.  As the children start a new year 

group, they will no�ce a step up in the learning that is taking place and the expecta�on of work so please keep 

asking them how they are geOng on and don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s adults if you have any 

concerns.  

The picture for this issue couldn’t be more obviously autumn.  It is one of my favourite seasons as there is so 

much to enjoy at this �me of year with Halloween, Bonfire Night and Carnival to name just three.  Nature puts 

on a spectacular display and it is a great �me to spend and share some �me outside when you get a 

chance.  You may even recognise the photo I’ve chosen – Stourhead is not too far from here and is a great place 

to explore at any �me of year but the autumn is literally world famous for the amazing colours on show.  If you 

can, I highly recommend a visit this half term.  

If you have anything you would like to share with me for possible inclusion in future le7ers, please email or call 

the school office and say it’s for me.  I look forward to hearing from you!  

This term’s Stars  

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

Thanks for reading.  Send me your thoughts, comments and sugges�ons via the office any �me.  

Adrian Ballard  

Our first star is Freddie from Robins class.  He is such a calm and gentle person 

who helps everyone else to feel that way too.  Freddie has good strategies for 

coping with any worries he has and sets a good example to the other children.   

Well done, Freddie!  

Our next star is Ivy from Dolphins. Ivy has been able to recognise her      

emo�ons and has spoken to an adult when she is feeling big or difficult   

feelings. When she has needed to, Ivy has used our calm box to help her 

feel in control. This has helped her to get ready to learn again.   

Great work, Ivy!  

Wellbeing Ma3ers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to the Language Corner! It has been a bit of a whirlwind start to the term with lots of busy  

children working hard, catching up with friends aFer the summer, joining clubs and learning fresh rou�nes in 

their new class. Perhaps some of you visited France in the summer and perhaps some of you have taken up 

Duolingo with your children; either way, I wish you all a great new academic year and a huge welcome back to 

the Language Corner 

Phrase of the Month 

The new phrase this month is … 

 Je ne comprends pas. 
What does it mean? When might you say it? How might you respond? What else can you tell me  

about it?  

 

Emailed responses will win every pupil a house point and the best explana�ons will be rewarded with either a 

Gold Counter, Red Star or possibly a Ping Pong Ball and an appearance in the following Newsle7er! The more 

that enter, the more your house will benefit. (Email Mrs Whatling at office@brooksideacademy.co.uk ) 

 

 

 

Duolingo  

Duolingo is a FREE language learning tool that uses a gamified format to learn a language! To improve your 

French, try Duolingo at home; a fantas�c online pla:orm to improve your French. It teaches you four types of 

language skills: reading, wri�ng, speaking, and listening, through bite-size lessons (anything from 2-10 

minutes) that are like games, where you can earn points, points, points! 

If you are interested in joining my online Duolingo class, or simply just having a go at home now and then to 

improve your French, please click the link below (Ctrl+Click to follow link) and start playing! 

     www.duolingo.com/classroom/fzcuna 

 

Work towards becoming the “Linguist of the Month” and receive a cer�ficate in the Celebra�on Assembly, or 

simply earn house points! 

If you want to find out more about Duolingo, click on the links below. 

     h7ps://www.techlearning.com/how-to/what-is-duolingo-and-how-does-it-work-�ps-and-tricks 

     h7ps://blog.duolingo.com/duolingo-101-how-to-learn-a-language-on-duolingo/#geOngstartedonduolingo 

I look forward to receiving your ’Phrase of the Month’ entries. 

     Mrs Whatling 



 

Early Years 
 

‘Whistleless’ Literacy Shed Anima�on 
 

We have enjoyed watching a beau�ful Literacy Shed short anima�on ‘Whistleless’. It tells the wonderful  

story of a li7le bird called ‘Whistleless’ who finds that he can’t whistle like all his friends. This makes him 

feel really sad. Throughout the anima�on Whistleless tried to find other whistles, like a policeman’s       

whistle….but this doesn’t pan out well. By the end of the story, Whistleless has tried, tried and �red some 

more and finds that he actually has learnt to whistle! He is so overjoyed and happy. 

This has been a fantas�c short anima�on to share with the Early Years children to show the amazing things 

that we can all achieve if we persevere and don’t give up! 

Our communica�on and language focus recently, was around the story ‘Have you filled a bucket                 

today’ ( Have You Filled A Bucket Today? – YouTube) we discussed how we can fill people’s ‘buckets’ by    

being kind and caring.  

In maths, we learnt about matching and comparing and the children enjoyed the ac�vi�es in their exploring 

�me to build on what they learnt in their maths lesson. We also prac�ced our wri�ng skills, playing in our 

new water tray and enjoyed pain�ng autumn trees using our fingers.  

In our skills lessons, the children enjoyed exploring the junk modelling and made some amazing shakers and 

rockets. We prac�ced our name wri�ng, talking about the special people 

in our lives and pa7ern making with lolly s�cks.  



Year 1 

It is hard to believe we have come to the end of the first term in Year One for your children, they have all 

worked so hard and are already making progress. We are very proud of them and hope you are too. Thank you 

to everyone who a7ended a parents evening slot with us, we hope you found them useful. 

In English recently the children have been exploring how to write instruc�ons for other people to follow, they 

realised that they need to be very detailed otherwise instruc�ons can be difficult to use. They have also been 

adding adjec�ves to their sentences in order to make them more interes�ng whilst s�ll remembering to in-

clude capital le7ers, finger spaces and full stops. 

In Math’s we have moved on to addi�on. We are s�ll looking at numbers below 10 and have started to discuss 

fact families. This is all the addi�on calcula�ons for a specific number such as below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across our aFernoons we have been very busy with lots of different subjects. We finished our Geography work 

on the seasons and have started an Art unit on colour. The children are learning what a primary colour is, what 

a secondary colour is and how you make your own secondary colours. We are con�nuing with this aFer the 

holidays and will be recrea�ng the work of the ar�st Monet. 

We also learnt what DT was and baked a loaf of yummy bread, we then used some bread to make marmalade 

sandwiches just like Paddington Bear likes. The children had to complete each step themselves and did very 

well. 

Have a lovely half term and we will see you on Tuesday 31st October. 



Year 2 

We cannot believe we have already completed the first half term of Year 2! Those 7 weeks have whizzed by 

and what an amazing �me we have all had. 

Over the last two weeks in Maths, we have shown a super understanding of our number bonds to 10 and have 

been looking at how to make these numbers 10 �mes bigger to complete our number bonds to 100. So, if       

4 + 6 = 10, then 40 + 60 = 100. We have also been learning our �mes tables (more informa�on to follow aFer 

half term). 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our encounter with the Snail and the Whale in English. We successfully             

reordered the pictures and retold the story at the beginning of the week and adored becoming the snail      

towards the end. We wrote a diary entry expressing our feelings and describing all the wonderful sights of   

our journey around the world. 

We have begun to look at a mini Art project, learning all about aboriginal art. We carefully traced kangaroos, 

wombats and emus, adding our very own cross-hatching design. We loved learning to use a ruler and drawing 

straight lines to create our cross-hatching. 

Our favourite was crea�ng a picture using dots. We traced a snake and used co7on buds carefully to create a 

pa7ern of coloured dots. Hopefully you can see some of them in our photos. 

In Science, we have been exploring habitats – matching animals to the habitat they live in. We talking about 

coastal, rural, urban and woodland. We also loved drawing a map of our own habitat, thinking carefully about 

what is around our house. 

In PSHE, our discussions over kind and unkind behaviours have been fantas�c. So we u�lised these this week 

to think about strategies we could use to help us when we fall out with our friends. 

We all wish you a wonderful half term – stay safe and have fun! 



Year 3—Roald Dahl, Frida Kahlo and so much more … 

In English, we have been con�nuing with our focus on Roald Dahl, thinking about character descrip�ons and 

planning tricks. 

During Maths, we have looked closely at place value and the pa7erns of numbers on a 100 square, 1 and 10 

more and less and transi�ons to the next 100. During science we have been learning about bones and      

muscles, how they work together and the purpose of both. 

During science we have been learning about bones and muscles, how they work together and the purpose of 

both.  

During Art this term we had a par�cular focus on the ar�st Frida Kahlo. We began by researching who she 

was and found out facts about her life. She was from Mexico and loved to paint self-portraits.  

We looked at many of her self portraits and no�ced that she would use bold colours, the backgrounds were 

filled with nature, animals or flowers.  

This inspired us to create our own portrait in the style of Frida.  



Year 4—Rainforests and more … 

Eat, CHEW, Poo! - In Science, we have been carrying on with our explora�on of the diges�ve system but focus-

ing on how everything starts, in the mouth with our teeth.  

 

We carried out an experiment using eggs and different liquids to see how they affected the calcium in them. 

We were surprised that cola didn’t do as much damage as we thought and undiluted squash was by far the 

worst! We wrote about our experiments in conclusions explaining what we found out.  

 

We have also been learning about how to look aFer our teeth and created posters to share that informa�on 

with others. This week we have been learning about different animals and how carnivores tend to have ca-

nines and incisors, whilst herbivores have incisors and molars. As humans are omnivores, we have incisors to 

cut our food, canines to tear and molars to crush. 

 

If you want to keep on chewing, you need to look aFer your teeth. 

In Geography, we learnt about 

rainforests by focusing on how 

important they are to the       

environment. We learnt about 

the different layers in the     

rainforest and created fantas�c 

informa�on fact files to show 

what we had learnt.  

 

Finally, we all made a pledge to 

something small we could do   

to help save energy, such as 

turning off the water whilst we 

brush our teeth.  

 

Next term, we will begin by 

looking at Pop Art in Art and 

then The Ancient Egyp�ans in 

History. 



 

Year 5– The Alfred Gillet Trust 

 

Year 5 have had such an even:ul first half term! We started the year off strong by embarking on our first 

school trip to the Alfred Gillet Trust. The Alfred Gillet Trust is an independent charity which preserves herit-

age collec�ons which tell the stories about the family, people and business behind shoemaking in Street. 

This trip aids our knowledge as we started our first History topic – Small Town Big History. We had such an 

enjoyable (and busy!) day visi�ng local areas in Street that held prominence in the Clarks family’s life. We 

started at Crispin Hall, where many events were held for the community, and which was paid for by William 

Stephens Clark. We also learnt that Crispin Hall is named aFer St. Crispin – the patron saint of shoemaking! 

We then moved onto the old library – this was built in 1925 to encourage workers to read. Next, we moved 

on to Greenbank Pool, which was opened in 1937. Alice Clark commissioned this pool in order for there to be 

somewhere in Street for women and children to go swimming; the men used the River Brue! AFer that, we 

stopped at the Bear Inn for a spot of lunch. 

Then, we visited the Quaker mee�ng house – the Clarks family were Quakers and believed in core values 

such as equality and peace. We then visited Clarks HQ and learnt that the bells in the clock tower are named 

aFer the 4 Clarks daughters. We ended our trip at Millfield school where we had lunch, took part in some 

�meline ac�vi�es and were lucky enough to look around Millfield house! We learnt of a secret door that was 

used to slip out the living room during long dinner par�es – we thought this was very funny! We had a fan-

tas�c day with the brilliant staff at Alfred Gillet Trust. 

 



Year 6 
 The children have been geOng very excited about our WW2 topic and we entered into a debate about    

whether children should have been evacuated to the countryside. The children were each given one argument 

to consider and worked collabora�vely to generate a compelling speech. As the debate progressed, they      

became more and more animated and developed counter arguments for the issue being discussed; their 

speaking and listening skills were in fine form and we were immensely proud of their respect and considera-

�on for the speaker and the subject ma7er.  

Science has been great fun this term, as the children become more and more inquisi�ve about the wonders    

of the human body. The Year 6 teachers have been really impressed by their insigh:ul ques�ons and observa-

�ons about all aspects of the topic. They have been extremely crea�ve with their ideas about what could     

happen if… we had a flexible skeleton or …if we stood on our head for a long �me.  

We had great fun, as we made a model of a working lung and we were able to associate all the parts of our 

models with real features of the respiratory system(we also made blood!). It’s definitely not just a plas�c 

bo7le with some straws, balloons and some play-dough; some of the successful models can be seen with a  

diaphragm pulled down to cause the lungs inside the rib-cage to actually inflate. This year was an all-�me high, 

as Pandas managed to get every single lung to inflate and there was a pre7y high success rate in Koalas too – 

well done Year 6!! 



Dates for your Diary—Autumn Term: 
 

30.10.23 INSET  DAY – School and Nursery closed 

01.11.23 Wells Fes�val of Literature – Year 6 mee�ng author: M G Leonard 09:00-13:00  

09.11.23 Year 6 Sharing Assembly 14:45-15:10  

16.11.23 Year 5 Sharing Assembly 14:45-15:10  

17.11.23 BBC Children in Need – ‘Wear what you like’ non-uniform day * 

23.11.23 3rd Open Day for New Intake Sept 2024 Parents (hourly tours from 09:30-16:30) 

27.11.23 Governors’ Awards – Autumn Term  14:40-15:10 * 

04 & 05.12.23 Bikeability for Year 6 

08.12.23 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day – non-uniform day  * 

12.12.23 Christmas Party Week for Nursery—Nursery children may wear their 

party clothes to school this week 

12.12.23 Early Years’ Na�vity 14:30-15:00 * 

13.12.23 Year 1 and 2 Christmas Variety Performance 14:15-15:00 *  

13.12.23 Year 3 and 4 Christmas Variety Performance 18:00-18:45 * 

13.12.23 Year 5 and 6 Christmas Variety Performance 19:00-19:45 * 

14.12.23 Christmas Party Day—Children may wear their party clothes to school today 

14.12.23 ‘The Willows’ Specialist Provision Christmas Crea�ve AFernoon 14:00-15:00 * 

15.12.23 Whole Academy Christmas Assembly (children only) 14:30-15:10 

18.12.23-01.01.24 Christmas Holidays                                                                                                   * Le7er to follow 

02.01.24 Inset Day—School and Nursery closed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

Please check the School Calendar on our Website for further events throughout the year: h�ps://

www.brooksideacademy.co.uk/calendar/ 

We use email and text as our main means of communica�ng with parents and carers.  If you have not 

provided us with an up-to-date email address or mobile phone number, please do so. You may be 

missing out on important  informa�on. 

PARKING REMINDER 

We would like to remind you that anyone stopping on the yellow zig-

zag lines and single yellow line, outside of the Academy, during the  

restricted hours of 8.00-10.00am and 2.00-4.00pm, is liable to a       

Penalty Charge No�ce issued by the local council.   

Parents are parking on the yellow zig-zag lines during the restricted 

hours, obstruc�ng traffic and pedestrians. This is extremely dangerous 

and could put a child’s life at risk.  

Please also avoid parking in the lane beside our Nursery  - this is an  

access road to the animals kept in the fields behind the Academy. 

Please allow enough �me to park safely.  

Thank you for your help with this serious ma7er. 

Reminder: As the weather is geOng 

colder, children need jogging trousers 

and girls need to being socks, so they 

are not wearing �ghts for PE. 

Please also ensure that children wear 

a warm, water-

proof coat to 

school every day 

from now on. 

Thank you. 



Absence from School 

A7endance at school is vital to your child’s  learning and development.   

Children’s progress will be affected if they are absent.  

We have a statutory obliga�on to inves�gate any child’s a7endance that falls below 90% or below the 10       

session absence threshold (10 or more half day absences within a 12-week period). Evidence of medical          

appointments, e.g. Doctor’s/hospital/Den�st appointment cards/le7ers, etc., is required.   

If your child is ill, please no�fy us before 8.45am via the Studybugs app, which is available to download from: 

studybugs.com.   

Please inform the school beforehand if your child has to a7end an appointment.   

We are not able to authorise holidays in term �me..  

Children who arrive or leave school during the day must be signed in or out at the Academy office. 



Free School Meals 

Children who a7end a Somerset County Council school, whose parents or carers receive 

any of the following are en�tled to free school meals: 
 

• Universal Credit with an annual household income of less than £7,400 aFer tax 

• Income Support (IS)  

• Employment and Support Allowance (Income related)  

• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not Contribu�on based  

• Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.  

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigra�on and Asylum Act 1999  

• Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190, as long as the 

family is not also in receipt of Working Tax Credit.  
 

Only the benefits listed above qualify for free school meals. If you have recently become unemployed but are 

s�ll receiving Working Tax Credits, you may be en�tled to free school meals.  
 

Non-Benefit related addi�onal eligibility criteria: 
 

Children of families who don’t receive these benefits may also qualify for free school meals if the family’s annual 

household income is no higher than the following: 
 

• £22,700 for families outside of London with one child 

• £26,300 for families outside of London with two or more children. 
 

And the parent or carer meets any of the following criteria: 
 

• you are a Zambrano or Chen carer 

• families who have no recourse to public funds with a right to remain in the UK on grounds of private and 

family life under Ar�cle 8 of the European Conven�on on Human Rights 

• families receiving support under Sec�on 17 of the Children Act 1989 who are also subject to a no recourse to 

public funds restric�on 

• a subset of failed asylum seekers supported under Sec�on 4 of the Immigra�on and Asylum Act 1999 

• you hold a Bri�sh Na�onal (Overseas) – BN(O) – passport 

• you are a spousal visa, work visa or student visa holder 

• you have no immigra�on status. 
 

Please phone the Children and Young People's Team on 0300 123 2224 for advice.   

Children must be in school all day and they will be provided with a meal at lunch�me which is paid for by the 

school. 

It is the responsibility of the parents or carers to register their en�tlement and request free school meals for 

their children.  

Children in nursery do not qualify for a free meal un�l they start school, but applica�ons will be processed so 

that when your child starts school, you will already be no�fied whether they qualify for a free school meal or 

not. 

Forms are available from the Brookside Academy Office or apply online at: h7ps://www.somerset.gov.uk/

educa�on-and-families/free-school-meals/   

Uniform Reminder                                                                                                                                                   

The school uniform is very simple and reasonably priced. We expect the children to wear it:  White or red 

shirt/blouse or polo shirt, Brookside sweatshirt or cardigan (a plain, low-cost, red sweatshirt or cardigan is 

acceptable), grey or black skirt or trousers/shorts, red & white summer dress, black shoes.  PE kit is red t-shirt and 

black shorts and warm joggers and trainers for the Winter.  A warm, waterproof coat in wet/cold weather.  Hair 

should be natural in colour and not of an extreme style (Mohicans, skinheads, or tramlines, are not acceptable). 

Every child should have a book bag and a PE bag.  We give each new Early Years child a book bag before they start 

school.  Sweatshirts, cardigans, PE kit and book bags can be ordered via the ‘Uniform’ link on the Academy Website.  

ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE CLEARLY NAMED – PLEASE.  Parents/carers will receive a text reminder if their child isn’t 

wearing the correct uniform. 



Thank you to everyone who has checked/updated their school children’s Data Collec'on and 

Parental Consents on the SIMS Parent App.  Please can we ask that all parents complete this as 

soon as possible.  Thank you! 

SIMS Parent App   

We have a convenient way for you to access, review and request changes to the data held on you and your children, as 

well as see key term dates and other informa�on.  You are able to access our new SIMS Parent app and website at your 

own convenience via smartphone, tablet or PC – any�me, anywhere.  

What will you find in SIMS Parent: 

• School term, inset dates and contact details available at the click of a bu7on. 

• Access to update your contact details, so we always have the most up-to-date informa�on in case of emergency. 

• Access to update Parental Consents for your child. 

• Your child’s a7endance data. 

• Your child’s end of year report will be available here at the end of the Summer term 2023. 

If you have more than one child at school, you’ll have access to this informa�on for all your children, from the same app.  

(Please note that this App is not available for our Nursery parents, as their children’s records are held on a separate       

system; please contact the Academy Office if you would like to make changes to the personal informa�on we hold for 

Nursery children.) 







 

 

 










