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Dear Families, 

 

I want to start by saying how proud we are of Mrs Burleton's 

Ci�zen of the Year award. She is very embarrassed and 

doesn't like a fuss - so much so, she brought people with her 

to the award ceremony - to share it and I had to ask very 

nicely to write this. This says so much about the ethos at 

Brookside. We feel part of our community and we want to 

help and do the right thing. Mrs Burleton has embodied this 

in such powerful and caring ways.  

 

As we reach the end of another term, I am struggling to 

understand where this year has gone. Brookside is a buzz of 

ac�vity, especially now the weather is warmer.  The House 

Championship is also ho*ng up. With Seven more weeks le+ 

there are just two gold coins between first and second place, 

and only 26 between First and Last. It's a really close thing. It 

could come down to a polite remark in the school corridor, 

or some kind words to someone who needs them. So next 

term will be exci�ng, especially with Sports Day where 

there's a LOT of Gold coins to be won. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely half term break and I look 

forward to seeing you all again for the final term of the year. 
 

Yours sincerely,  Brian Walton 

New Signing for Bristol City! 

 

We wanted to share with you Dexter's exci�ng news 

that he recently signed for Bristol City for the under 9s 

academy. 

 

He's had an amazing trial season, having travelled to 

Manchester City, Wolves, Fulham, Birmingham, Reading 

and Swansea to play and has worked really hard to get 

his contract. 

 

He got to meet the first team players and get some 

advice, have his photo taken with the team, travelled    

to the game on the robins first team bus and was        

introduced on to the pitch as a new signing at half �me.  
 

Dexter’s signing is very special for Mr Walton, as the 

club means so much to him. He would love to watch 

Dexter's first game at the Gate. 

 

Please keep us posted about your progress Dexter.  

 

Well done! 



 

Early Years send their portraits and le:ers to King Charles! 

 

Early Years recently read the story of Emma-Janes aeroplane, all about a li:le girl who travels around the 

world visi�ng different ci�es and famous landmarks.  

 

In maths, the children used part-part whole models to complete addi�on number sentences and they used 

counters to solve number problems such as “If Jack had 2 sweets and his friend gave him 2 more, how many 

sweets would he have all together?”. 

 

In our skills and knowledge a+ernoons, the children designed their favourite type of transport which they 

then made. They compared and discussed differences and similari�es between old and new transport. They 

also tried out their coding skills on the BeeBots and prac�sed their handwri�ng.  

 

We also sent our portraits of King Charles off to Buckingham Palace along with our le:ers.  

Rounders Match Report—Brookside V Meare 23.05.23 

Brookside were the first to bat and in the first few hits, we scored a couple full rounders. As we neared the end 

of our turn ba*ng, we struggled to gain as many points. At the end of our ten minute inning, we were ahead of 

Meare. 

When it came to our turn fielding, we didn’t get as many points as we wished to get. A+er a couple of minutes 

of Meare ba*ng, Italia made a great catch to get the player out. Isaac and Harry were scoring a lot of points at 

first base and back stop; ge*ng almost every player out who missed the ball. Once Meare had finished ba*ng 

the score was 46-32 with Brookside in front.  

When we started ba*ng again, we once again started with a lot of full rounders but this �me we kept on scoring 

points and put us in the lead by quite a lot.  

In the last 10 minutes of  the match, we were fielding again. In the last  inning we scored most of our points be-

cause of Isaac and Harry at first base and back stop. We caught a lot of players out. In this ten minute inning 

Brookside were talking a lot more and the teamwork was much be:er. 

In the end it was a great score with Brookside winning 106 to 49. Meare played very well but sadly lost. We are 

very proud of all players in Brookside for playing very well. 



Year 1— Corona%on Crowns and more! 

We had an AMAZING corona�on celebra�on day. Year 1 looked beau�ful in their red, white and blue clothes. 

The crowns that came in from home were fantas�c and had obviously had a lot of �me and effort spent on 

them. We all made a crown in class so that everyone had one to wear, the children loved the chance to be crea-

�ve. We also enjoyed making special corona�on paper plate to use at home. We had a crazy but fun �me mix-

ing up with Year 3 and going to a different ac�vity, we had singing right through to cra+ ac�vi�es. What a busy 

but wonderful day!  

Thank you to everyone who came to our sharing assembly; although some of us were nervous we tried our best 

and we think that we should all be extremely proud of ourselves for speaking in front of so many people. 

Over the last fortnight we have been busy finishing our Geography unit and producing 

some lovely maps of our walk around our local area. We then moved on to the Art unit 

that we showed you in our assembly. For anyone that didn’t make, it we read the 

book The Dot which is all about a girl who thinks she is rubbish at Art. She learns that 

even a dot is beau�ful. We learnt some new doodling techniques that we prac�sed in 

our sketchbooks before transferring our favourite ones on to a quarter of a dot. These 

then joined with 3 other quarts to make a whole dot. Finally, we all contributed to giant 

class dots! 

Spli*ng the dot into quarters was 

perfectly �med as in Maths we have 

been learning about frac�ons. We 

began by spli*ng shapes in half and 

then moved on to spli*ng amounts 

in half. Both of these were quite 

simple. When we moved on to quar-

ters it got a li:le trickier but we s�ll 

did well. We had to cut shapes into 4 

equal pieces and then split amounts 

of objects into 4 as well.  

In English last week we did some very funny work about a book called The King’s 

Pants. This story produced lots of laughs and we then designed our own amazing 

pants and made a job advert for a new chief pant picker for the new King. This week 

we’ve moved om to a much more sensible story of The Three Li-le Pigs. We focused 

on locking the story order into our brains so that we can then try and improve it, we 

are all be:er writers than the real authors a+er all! 



Year 2— A Right Royal Celebra%on! 

What a Royal week we had! We learnt all about King Charles III; who he is, how he wrote a children’s book, 

who he is related to and what the role of the King might be. We were astounded to find out that not only had 

King Charles become heir at the young age of 3 but he has been in this posi�on for 70 years! Can you imagine 

wai�ng that long for anything?   

We have con�nued to work on our puppets, using our imagina�ons to add to our ouJits and have finally fin-

ished our fantas�c crea�ons. The grown-ups were truly impressed with our efforts and crea�vity! We loved 

showing them to you in our sharing assembly. 

In Compu�ng we have been working in Chrome Music Lab’s Song Maker. Our task was to choose an animal 

from the board and create a piece of music upon the ipads that represented our choice. We shared our crea-

�ons and tried to guess the animals – some of us were highly successful within our choices. 

Within Maths, we have begun to tackle the 

tricky task of telling the �me. I wonder if you 

can tell someone at home all about the two 

hands, which one is which and how we know.   

Geography has taken us on a trip around the 

world to learn more about the hot and cold 

places that make up our Earth. Where is the 

Equator? Which places are there? Can you tell 

someone at home about the animals we have 

looked at and how they have adapted to live 

in their habitats? 

 



Year 3—Art 

Year 3 have been enjoying Art lessons this term. We know now that there are three primary colours which are 

red, blue and yellow. We experimented with watercolour paints and a mixing pale:e to see what other colours 

we could make with the primary colours.  

We learnt that red and yellow makes orange, blue and red makes purple and blue and yellow makes green.  

We celebrated the King’s corona�on wearing our crowns with pride and making a flag to wave during the 

crown parade. Some of us made our crowns in school while some had made them at home.  

It was a very enjoyable day. 



Year 4—Crea%ng Electrical Circuits 

We have had an exci�ng start to our Summer term as we have been learning about lots of interes�ng new     

topics. 

In Science, we have been learning about electricity and have had lots of fun inves�ga�ng and crea�ng electrical 

circuits. We have been finding out more about insulators (materials which do not let electricity flow through) 

and conductors (materials which do allow electricity to flow through). We then created and tested our own 

switches to see which materials worked best. 

As part of our geography topic 

for this term, we have been 

learning about rivers. Prac�sing 

our map skills, we have been 

loca�ng rivers and iden�fying 

the features of a river. We have 

also started to look at the 

different ways in which we use 

water such as for agriculture 

and for recrea�on. 

In compu�ng, we have been 

learning about photo edi�ng. 

We have learnt about cropping, rota�ng and flipping. We then put our 

knowledge to the test by edi�ng a range of photos on the chrome books. 



 

Year 5 Visitors 

On Wednesday. Year 5 were lucky to have some visitors from HSBC to talk to us about making smart choices with 

our money. We talked about what it means if a product is ‘good value for our money’. We learnt that some�mes 

shops adver�se items at a ‘cheaper price’ but it’s important to research to see if really is cheaper and if we are real-

ly ge*ng the best deal. We were even tested on our math’s skills to decide the best deal in 3 different situa�ons. 

We considered if there has ever been a �me where we bought something that it turns out we didn’t really need – is 

this the best way to spend our money? We also learnt the difference between a debit and credit card and the age 

restric�ons around these.    

Last week, Year 5 had a visit from PC Pople and PCSO Elaine. They 

spoke to Wombats and Kangaroos about online safety and about how 

to make sure they are wri�ng appropriate content when pos�ng 

online, themselves. They reminded us about the age restric�ons for 

using apps such as, Snapchat, Tik Tok, Whatsapp, Facebook and     

others, and outlined some of the problem’s children might encounter 

using these apps, when they are too young. It was an informa�ve and 

fun visit, culmina�ng in both officers allowing the children to try on 

their headgear.  

 
Early Years and Year 5 came together earlier this 

month, to par�cipate in some Corona�on ac�vi�es.  



Year 6—Rudyard Kipling, Earthquakes and the Sanfrancisco Bridge! 

In English we have been reading the Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling. First, we read and retold some of them. 

Then we created our own brilliant stories, such as ‘How the Flamingo got its Pink Feathers, How the Starfish got 

its shape and How the Snail got its Shell; and finally, we produced our own artwork inspired by the wonderful 

phrases and language of Kipling. 

In Geography, we have been learning about the causes and effect of earthquakes. Using this knowledge and our 

DT skills we were set a brief: design and construct an earthquake resistant structure (it had to have 3 levels and 

be a minimum height of 30cm). Our teachers were really impressed with ingenuity and our collabora�ve skills. 

Tomorrow we will be tes�ng them to see which model is the most earthquake resistant!  

The children enjoyed a much calmer �me a+er the 

busyness of SATs. Every child worked incredibly hard 

and we are really proud of their work ethic, their  

determina�on and their resolve  enthusiasm. We 

have enjoyed doing a variety of art from using oil 

pastels to create small sec�ons of insects, crea�ng 

black and white art and looking at scale and perspec-

�ve in our drawing of the San Francisco Bridge.   



Wellbeing Ma:ers 

 

Hello and welcome to the May issue of Wellbeing Ma:ers!  I 

love this �me of year because everything feels fresh and full of 

life.  The trees are at their best with new leaves on show and 

all our open spaces and gardens are coming to life.  

It’s a great �me to get outside and enjoy some fresh air for 

walking, talking, relaxing, sport or exercise.  

If you have anything you would like to share with me for possi-

ble inclusion in future le:ers, please email or call the school 

office and say it’s for me.  I look forward to hearing from you!  

 

This term’s stars 

Our first star is Teo from Pandas.  When a classmate had an injury that pre-

vented him from using his hand for a few days, Teo just appeared at his side 

at the end of each day to help him �dy up his desk and carried his sta�onery 

to his drawer, without ever being asked. These are the sorts of things Teo 

does on an every-day basis; he is quietly kind.  

 

 

Our next star is Rhys from Toucans who is so helpful so much of the �me.  

He will offer to give things out and help �dy up without needing to be 

asked.  Every community, big or small thrives when people understand we 

all need to do our bit and science has shown that helping others is a great 

way to boost our own wellbeing.  Rhys does this naturally. 

 

 

Scarf comes to Brookside 

Our PSHE curriculum is based on a scheme 

of work called Scarf which compliments 

the values of our school and what we all 

work towards for our children perfectly.  

This term we had visits from Scarf who 

came to deliver sessions to children from 

pre-school to Year 6 about looking a+er 

themselves and staying safe.  Feedback from 

teachers and pupils was very posi�ve and we hope to make this an annual event! 

Thanks to Helen from Scarf who was kind enough to bring us our very own Harold   the 

Giraffe who features in many of the Scarf lessons.  He will now be hosted by the clas-

ses who give us our termly stars for Wellbeing Ma:ers!  



The science of wellbeing 

The link between exercise and mental health is well-known and there is tons of research to back that up.  In sim-

ple terms this is how it can help: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstly for the grown-ups, you can dig a li:le deeper here if you want to know more but one of the best 

ways to start is the well-known couch to 5k which I can vouch for having always said “I wouldn’t even run if I 

was on fire!”  It got me off the sofa and helped me take manageable steps to get a bit more ac�ve. 

 

If that all sounds a bit much or �me is short, remember, anything you do is good.  It’s never too late and any 

step, however small, is be:er than nothing so give it a go! 

Lastly, this term’s top wellbeing %p: see if you can spot our seasonal visitors 

who have recently arrived in our skies.  Every summer I’m blown away by the 

arrival of si+s, swallows, house mar�ns and sand mar�ns who migrate between 

here and southern Africa.  

These incredible fliers put on an amazing show and can be heard and seen in 

our skies from now un�l late summer when they start their migra�on back 

south. 

If you want to learn more about them or how you can help them, click here.  There are lots of facts and things to 

look out for as well as �ps and guides to do something simple to help. 

Share this with children, grandparents, friends and neighbours and harvest the happiness for months to come. 

Thanks for reading.  Send me your thoughts, comments and sugges�ons via the office any �me. 

Adrian Ballard 

For children aged 

5-11 (and the 

whole family),   

May is the month 

Greenbank Pool re-

opens for the season 

and, if the sun is    

shining, there is no 

finer place to be.  

We are so lucky to 

have something like 

this available in Street 

and, if you live further 

away, it’s well worth 

the trip.  Splashing 

about in the sun, 

learning to swim and 

having fun is always 

�me well spent. 



 

 

 

 

Language Corner 

Bonjour `a tous! 

I am really excited this month because I have heard more and more pupils casually using French as they head off to 

lunch or some�mes, to simply say “good morning” or hello! Well done everyone – or should I say,” Bravo `a tous!” 

Phrase of the Month 

Don’t forget to check out the new phrase below and email your response to win a house point and the best explana-

�ons will be rewarded with either a Gold Counter, Red Star or possibly a Ping Pong Ball and an appearance in the 

following Newsle:er! The more that enter, the more your house will benefit. (Email Mrs Whatling at 

office@brooksideacademy.co.uk )  The new phrase of our new Language Corner is … 
 

C’est combien? 
What does it mean? When might you say it? How might you respond? What else can you tell me about it? 

Be the next face of The Language Corner and make your teachers and family proud! 

This month, we are celebra%ng Malhia and Iona! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duolingo is a FREE language learning tool that uses a gamified format to learn a language! To im-

prove your French, try Duolingo at home; a fantas�c online plaJorm to improve your French. It 

teaches you four types of language skills: reading, wri�ng, speaking, and listening, through bite-size 

lessons (anything from 2-10 minutes) that are like games, where you can earn points, points, points! 

If you are interested in joining my online Duolingo class and improving your French, please click the 

link below (Ctrl+Click to follow link) and start playing! 

www.duolingo.com/classroom/fzcuna 

Work towards becoming the “Linguist of the Month” and receive a cer�ficate in the Celebra�on Assembly, or simply 

earn house points! 

If you want to find out more about Duolingo, click on the links below. 

h:ps://www.techlearning.com/how-to/what-is-duolingo-and-how-does-it-work-�ps-and-tricks 

h:ps://blog.duolingo.com/duolingo-101-how-to-learn-a-language-on-duolingo/#ge*ngstartedonduolingo 

          Mrs Whatling 



Big news! 

Brookside Academy, through Team FOB have teamed up with Astra Recycling and we now have a tex�le bank 

onsite near the Community Hall. 

Please drop off your tex�les between 8-4pm, weekdays. With your clothing dona�on, you help communi�es in 

Eastern Europe and Africa but also our school so don't wait and donate! 





Dates for your Diary—Summer Term 2: 
 

29.05.23 to 02.06.23 Half-Term Holiday 

05.06.23 to 09.06.23 Year 6 Residen�al Visit to YHA Adventure Okehampton 

05.06.23 to 09.06.23 Year 6 Specialist Provision Ac�vity Week 

07.06.23 Money Sense sessions provided by HSBC for Pre-school to Year 5, including Specialist Provision 

08.06.23 Money Sense sessions provided by HSBC for Pre-school to Year 5, including Specialist Provision 

15.06.23 Sports Day (see le:er) 

19.06.23 Specialist Provision Trip to Magdalen Farm 

20.06.23 Year 4 Trip to Magdalen EnvironmentalTrust 

23.06.23 INSET DAY—School and Nursery closed 

26.06.23 Governors’ Awards Assembly 14:40-15:10  

27.06.23 1st Reserve Sports Day 

27.06.23 September ‘23 New Intake Parents’ mee�ng 17:45-18:30 

30.06.23 Year 3 Roman Day 

w/c 03.07.23 Crea�ve Week 

03.07.23 September ‘23 New Intake ‘Stay & Play’ session for children 13:45-14:45 

06.07.23 Early Years’ Sharing Assembly 14:40-15:10 (le:er to follow) 

10.07.23 September ‘23 New Intake ‘Stay & Play’ session for children 13:45-14:45 

11.07.23 Street Bap�st Church Holiday Bible Club Assemblies 

11.07.23 Whole Year 6 Swimming and Picnic Lunch at Greenbank Swimming Pool (le:er to follow) 

12.07.23 2nd Reserve Sports Day 

18.07.23 Reports out to Parents and Carers 

19.07.23 Year 6 Leavers’ concert 18:00-19:00 (le:er to follow) 

20.07.23 ‘Moving Up’ Morning 

21.07.23 Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and Presenta�on 13:45-15:15 (le:er to follow) 

24.07.23 to 01.09.23 Summer Holidays 

04.09.23 Inset Day—School and Nursery closed 

05.09.23 Children return to School and Nursery 

 

Please check the School Calendar on our Website for further events throughout the year: h�ps://

www.brooksideacademy.co.uk/calendar/ 

We use email and text as our main means of communica�ng with parents and carers.  If you have not 

provided us with an up-to-date email address or mobile phone number, please do so. You may be 

missing out on important  informa�on. 

Privacy No%ce Reminder 

The Academy's Privacy No�ce for Pupils and Parents is available to view under the ‘Policies’ area  of our website:   

h-ps://www.brooksideacademy.co.uk/policies/   

This no�ce explains the data collected by the Academy, why it is  collected and your rights over this data.   



Absence from School 

A:endance at school is vital to your child’s  learning and development.   

Children’s progress will be affected if they are absent.  

We have a statutory obliga�on to inves�gate any child’s a:endance that falls below 90% or below the 10 ses-

sion absence threshold (10 or more half day absences within a 12-week period).     Evidence of medical appoint-

ments, e.g. Doctor’s/hospital/Den�st appointment cards/le:ers, etc., is required.   

If your child is ill, please no�fy us before 8.45am via the Studybugs app, which is available to download from: 

studybugs.com.   

Please inform the school beforehand if your child has to a:end an appointment.   

We are not able to authorise holidays in term �me..  

Children who arrive or leave school during the day must be signed in or out at the Academy office. 



Free School Meals 

Children who a:end a Somerset County Council school, whose parents or carers receive 

any of the following are en�tled to free school meals: 

 

• Universal Credit with an annual household income of less than £7,400 a+er tax 

• Income Support (IS)  

• Employment and Support Allowance (Income related)  

• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not Contribu�on based  

• Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.  

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigra�on and Asylum Act 1999  

• Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190, as long as the 

family is not also in receipt of Working Tax Credit.  

 

Only the benefits listed above qualify for free school meals. If you have recently become unemployed but are 

s�ll receiving Working Tax Credits, you may be en�tled to free school meals.  
 

Non-Benefit related addi�onal eligibility criteria: 

 

Children of families who don’t receive these benefits may also qualify for free school meals if the family’s annual 

household income is no higher than the following: 

 

• £22,700 for families outside of London with one child 

• £26,300 for families outside of London with two or more children. 
 

And the parent or carer meets any of the following criteria: 

 

• you are a Zambrano or Chen carer 

• families who have no recourse to public funds with a right to remain in the UK on grounds of private and 

family life under Ar�cle 8 of the European Conven�on on Human Rights 

• families receiving support under Sec�on 17 of the Children Act 1989 who are also subject to a no recourse to 

public funds restric�on 

• a subset of failed asylum seekers supported under Sec�on 4 of the Immigra�on and Asylum Act 1999 

• you hold a Bri�sh Na�onal (Overseas) – BN(O) – passport 

• you are a spousal visa, work visa or student visa holder 

• you have no immigra�on status. 
 

Please phone the Children and Young People's Team on 0300 123 2224 for advice.   

Children must be in school all day and they will be provided with a meal at lunch�me which is paid for by the 

school. 

It is the responsibility of the parents or carers to register their en�tlement and request free school meals for 

their children.  

Children in nursery do not qualify for a free meal un�l they start school, but applica�ons will be processed so 

that when your child starts school, you will already be no�fied whether they qualify for a free school meal or 

not. 

Forms are available from the Brookside Academy Office or apply online at: h:ps://www.somerset.gov.uk/

educa�on-and-families/free-school-meals/   

Uniform Reminder                                                                                                                                                   

The school uniform is very simple and reasonably priced. We expect the children to wear it:  White or red 

shirt/blouse or polo shirt, Brookside sweatshirt or cardigan (a plain, low-cost, red sweatshirt or cardigan is 

acceptable), grey or black skirt or trousers/shorts, red & white summer dress, black shoes.  PE kit is red t-shirt and 

black shorts and warm joggers and trainers for the Winter.  A warm, waterproof coat in wet/cold weather.  Hair 

should be natural in colour and not of an extreme style (Mohicans, skinheads, or tramlines, are not acceptable). 

Every child should have a book bag and a PE bag.  We give each new Early Years child a book bag before they start 

school.  Sweatshirts, cardigans, PE kit and book bags can be ordered via the ‘Uniform’ link on the Academy Website.  

ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE CLEARLY NAMED – PLEASE.  Parents/carers will receive a text reminder if their child isn’t 

wearing the correct uniform. 



Thank you to everyone who has checked/updated their school children’s Data Collec%on and 

Parental Consents on the SIMS Parent App.  Please can we ask that all parents complete this as 

soon as possible.  Thank you! 

SIMS Parent App   

We have a convenient way for you to access, review and request changes to the data held on you and your children, as 

well as see key term dates and other informa�on.  You are able to access our new SIMS Parent app and website at your 

own convenience via smartphone, tablet or PC – any�me, anywhere.  

What will you find in SIMS Parent: 

• School term, inset dates and contact details available at the click of a bu:on. 

• Access to update your contact details, so we always have the most up-to-date informa�on in case of emergency. 

• Access to update Parental Consents for your child. 

• Your child’s a:endance data. 

• Your child’s end of year report will be available here at the end of the Summer term 2023. 

If you have more than one child at school, you’ll have access to this informa�on for all your children, from the same app.  

(Please note that this App is not available for our Nursery parents, as their children’s records are held on a separate       

system; please contact the Academy Office if you would like to make changes to the personal informa�on we hold for 

Nursery children.) 







 

 

 



 

 

 

Artwork for Combe Hill Woods 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Combe Hill woods is situated on the outskirts of Street and is a well-loved private woodland that is used by many 

families in street and the surrounding area to  exercise their dogs, give children the space to run or to just spend 

some �me in our beau�ful natural world. 

On our accessible trail around the site, we have a selec�on of no�ce boards containing children’s work from a 

local school. These need upda�ng.  We are asking for local       children to visit the woods and either write about 

what they saw, felt or did or to write a poem rela�ng to something  natural that could be found in the Bri�sh 

countryside. The work needs to be on one side of A4 paper and can contain a picture. The children need to in-

clude their first name, age and school on the front. 

I would appreciate the work to be completed by the end of May half term. Unfortunately, the children’s work 

can not be returned. We will choose a selec�on of work to place around the site, which will be rotated on a reg-

ular basis. 

Please leave any artwork with your child’s school office and we will collect it the week commencing June 5th. 

Thank you, 

Lisa Frost 

Warden of Combe Hill Woods, Street 





Street Library Events … 




