The Pre-Formal Learning Pathway

Intent — What are we trying to achieve through our Pre-Formal
Curriculum?

Learners at Brookside Academy Specialist School will follow one of three learning pathways — Pre-
Formal, Semi-Formal or Formal. The Pre-Formal pathway is mainly for those who have Profound and
Multiple Learning Difficulties who are unable to access the National Curriculum or non-subject specific
learning.

Pre-Formal learners require a higher level of adult support, both for their learning needs and their
personal care, and are likely to need sensory stimulation with their curriculum broken down into very
small steps. Some of our Pre-Formal learners communicate by gesture, eye-pointing, and at times
very simple language.

Our Pre-Formal learners’ attainment is likely to stay within the early school assessment levels and
their learning may not follow a straight, linear pathway because of their individual needs and
strengths. The school ensures that there is fluidity between pathways, allowing for a personalised
approach, that enables pupils to benefit from approaches from other pathways and to move between
pathways if they develop.

Our Pre-Formal learners follow personalised timetables that include the following seven areas:

e Thinking - including Maths and English

eCommunication and Language

ePhysical well-being - including occupational and physio therapy
eIndependence

eOutdoor school — including Forest School

eSensory

oCreativity

Implementation — How will we deliver our pre-formal curriculum
The Pre-Formal Learning Pathway aims to provide a personalised curriculum that:

eEnsures learning is holistic with all parts of the curriculum interconnected;

eBuilds in sufficient time for learners to repeat, practise and consolidate skills;

eRecognises learners’ need for consistency;

eDevelops learners’ levels of engagement by finding out what interests and motivates them;

ePlaces learners’ targets at the centre of the curriculum with their interests as the teaching
vehicle;

eRecognises learners’ need for different levels of sensory stimulation;

eRecognises learners will need to be taught to transfer or generalise skills;

Impact — What difference is our curriculum making?

Progress for learners following the Pre-Formal curriculum pathway from Year 1 onwards is currently
assessed using descriptors based on the engagement model and through formative assessment of
progress towards individual EHCP outcomes. This progress is recorded on learner’s timelines.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/90
3458/Engagement _Model Guidance 2020.pdf
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