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Dear Families,  

Welcome back to the Spring Term! I hope you had a wonderful half term break. It always amazes me how quickly 

the new year flies past. Winter is... almost over, it's lighter outside and hopefully there will be more sunny days 

ahead where the children can spend %me outside on our wonderful grounds. 

This term, children will be engaging in a wide range of exci%ng and challenging learning experiences, from 

exploring new concepts in science and math, to developing their crea%vity through art and music, and building 

their teamwork and leadership skills through sport and other ac%vi%es. The teachers were busy planning and 

refining much of this on their INSET yesterday. There's a lot of exci%ng ideas and brilliant lessons planned. 

I'm also really pleased that some of the content in this Newsle*er has been wri*en by the children. This is 

something we want to develop further in future newsle*ers. 

A big thank you to everyone who returned your recent parental survey. I will be sharing this with you soon and 

le,ng you know what we will be doing to address any issues that came up as well as keep on doing what you tell 

us works. 

Yours sincerely, Brian Walton 

Netball Match Reports 

Brookside netball team were outstanding in their first match of 

the 2022-2023 season; they wrote:   

‘We are very proud of ourselves a6er winning our first netball 

match, 14 : 7 against Walton Primary. Our first quarter wasn't 

successful as we lost 3 : 2 but working as a team, we managed 

to turn it around and win the 2nd quarter 5 : 3. Con%nuing our 

fantas%c team skills,   resulted in a win with 14 goals scored 

against their 7. All of our players, played a vital part in winning 

the match on Tuesday 24th January.’ 

Brookside Netball Team. 

2nd Match Report - Brookside V St Benedict's  

This week's match turned out to be a huge success by winning 18-0; we are really proud of ourselves! Despite 

having new team members, we had a good bond and worked together: dodging players, finding spaces and 

having a good shoo%ng aim. We were all so suppor%ve to our team and we are hoping to carry on our success 

throughout the season. We couldn't be more proud of ourselves. 

3rd Match Report - Brookside V Butleigh 

Congratula%ons to the Brookside netball team for winning 8:3 against Butleigh 

on Monday. In the 1st quarter, we led 1-0 and the 2nd quarter finished 5:1. By 

the 3rd quarter, the score was 8:3 and the final quarter was also 8:3. 

We think we have some advantages: our height gives us good intercep%ons, 

good rota%on of posi%ons and we have great defending and shoo%ng skills.  

We had to work hard, due to their quick speed and defence and we are trying 

to work on finding be*er space and ge,ng in front of our players. The 

Brookside netball team would like to thank all the spectators for cheering us 

on. Well done Brookside - let's keep winning and make our school proud. 

Pictured right are the winning team against Butleigh: 8 - 3  (Feb 6th)  



Football Match Report—Brookside v Millfield 

Congratula%ons to the Brookside football team for trying 

their best in a game against Millfield on Thursday 

9th February. Unfortunately, Millfield had a great defence 

so we lost 8-3. We tried our hardest, but we need to work 

on our spa%al awareness, so we can get the ball down the 

pitch. We are thankful that our parents could take their 

%me to support us.  

Even though we lost, we are proud of our team and hope 

for be*er luck next %me. The sport coaches were very   

suppor%ve and gave us great coaching advice. The referee 

was fair and was suppor%ve of both teams.  

Well done to the girls' football team! 

On March 21st, some dedicated and talented members of Year 6 and Choir Club will join children from other 

local schools to sing in Wells Cathedral with the Millfield Senior Choir as well as Bath .... (I will check the Choir 

again...)  

Altogether, over 200 singers will join to sing a large-scale piece of music that celebrates the Bri%sh Monarchy 

over the centuries.  Part of the music will also feature in the Corona%on of King Charles III shortly a6er the 

concert.  Some of Brookside's children can be seen here in Millfield's concert hall (The Johnson Hall) with the 

composer Alexander L'Estrange and others from Baltonsborough, West Pennard, Butleigh and Millfield Prep 

during a workshop to develop their vocal skills and prac%se singing in a Community Choir. 

We hope you will support our children and come to the concert in March and details to acquire %ckets will 

become available soon. 

Mrs Whatling 



 

 

In Early Years, we enjoyed learning about measuring length and height in Maths. We use non-standard 

units e.g. cubes, lolly s%cks or even our own feet to measure.  

In Communica%on and Language, we shared the story of The Li*le Red Hen. We were able to create a   

story map using pictures and key words. 

We painted pictures using water colours and explored mixing the colours and making new ones.  

Year 1—Faberge Eggs & more 

Our Art work has focused on Peter Faberge. The salt dough eggs we created have been lovingly decorated 

with paint and a small amount of gli*er and we’ve also enjoyed making larger paper mâché eggs. 

In our Science work we have finished looking at animals by studying the lifecycle of a frog and we have 

moved on to begin learning about ourselves and our bodies. We have  labelled the external parts of our 

body and had a chat about what some of those parts do.  



 Year 2—Beebots, etc. 

In Maths, we have been looking at groups and sharing, beginning to look at dividing.  

We absolutely loved our compu%ng unit, learning all about instruc%ons or algorithm. We tried and tested     

algorithms with beebots and we even got to design our own mats, working on a theme. 

Geography has allowed us to travel to a different con%nent – Africa. We have zoomed into a country called 

Zambia and a small village called Mugurameno. We have looked at how that village is different to Street and 

how they keep the wild animals out. 

Listening skills have been our focus, learning to demonstrate this to the person who is talking to us. We even 

had a very successful go at problem solving scenarios that might happen upon the playground. 

Dolphins Class have been busy learning about the water cycle in science. To help our understanding we made 

our own models to see it in ac%on. First, some of the class acted out the parts of the water cycle for the rest of 

the class to guess. We had lots of fun playing this game! 

Then, on a clear plas%c bag, we drew pictures and labelled the parts of a water cycle. When we were finished, 

we added some water and taped them to the window. We have been fascinated to see evapora%on, condensa-

%on and precipita%on in ac%on within the bags! 

La-n Club—Year 6 and Year 5 children have been a*ending and learning more and more about the language 

and how it links with our own language and others. We learned that, just like French, nouns in La%n can be 

masculine or feminine!   



Year 6—Breathtakingly Beau-ful Poetry 

Inspired by the beau%ful book, ‘The Lost Words’ we conjured up our own free verse poems based on birds. Our 

poems included assonance, consonance, rhyme, rhythm, personifica%on and was told from two perspec%ves: 

the listener and the bird. We performed our poems to the class and amazed our teachers with the quality of our 

wri%ng. We have created watercolour pain%ngs inspired by the artwork in the book, tes%ng out our skills of  

adding texture and colour. 

Real PE’s Jump-ball 

Year 6 had a very compe%%ve Friday morning recently as they raced around the playground in a long distance 

relay to try and beat 5 other teams home! It was very loud, very exci%ng to watch and very %ring for the runners 

who gave their everything and then ba*led for supremacy in Real PE’s Jump-ball; Koalas took on Pandas and 

there were some very serious tac%cs, instruc%ons and some great skills on display…in the end, the teams were 

rela%vely even and so they will have to work very hard to outwit their opposi%on next %me!  



 

 

 

 

Phrase of the Month 

Welcome to the Language Corner! In each new edi%on, there will be a word or phrase in French to decode 

and explain. Emailed responses will win every pupil a house point and the best explana%ons will be         

rewarded with either a Gold Counter, Red Star or possibly a Ping Pong Ball and an appearance in the      

following Newsle*er! The more that enter, the more your house will benefit. (Email Mrs Whatling at 

office@brooksideacademy.co.uk )  

 

The third phrase of our new Language Corner is … 

À tout à l’heure! 

What does it mean? When might you say it? How might you respond? What else can you tell me about it? 

Congratula%ons to the winner of the second compe%%on who came up with a terrific answer and won 

themselves  another Gold Counter! 

 

 

 

Some of you have heard about Duolingo. Well done to the children who are making great progress using 

Duolingo. Some of you are using a parent’s name and/or email address, so please let me know if this      

includes you. 

Duolingo is a FREE language learning tool that uses a gamified format to learn a language! To improve your 

French, try Duolingo at home; a fantas%c online plaWorm to improve your French. It teaches you four types 

of language skills: reading, wri%ng, speaking, and listening, through bite-size lessons (anything from 2-10 

minutes) that are like games, where you can earn points, points, points! 

If you are interested in joining my online Duolingo class and improving your French, please click the link 

below (Ctrl+Click to follow link) and start playing! 

www.duolingo.com/classroom/fzcuna 

Work towards becoming the “Linguist of the Month” and receive a cer%ficate in the Celebra%on Assembly, 

or simply earn house points! 

If you want to find out more about Duolingo, click on the links below. 

h*ps://www.techlearning.com/how-to/what-is-duolingo-and-how-does-it-work-%ps-and-tricks 

h*ps://blog.duolingo.com/duolingo-101-how-to-learn-a-language-on-duolingo/#ge,ngstartedonduolingo 

I look forward to receiving your ’Phrase of the Month’ entries. 

     Mrs Whatling 



Dates for your Diary—Spring Term 2: 
 

01.03.23 Early Years & Year 6 Weight and Height checks  

01.03.23 Rev. Ana Lawrence visi%ng Years 4 and 5  

02.03.23 Years 5 & 6 watching Ma%lda at Strode Theatre  

10.03.23 Open A6ernoon for Years 3 to 6, 14:30-15:15 

15.03.23 Specialist Provision Coffee Morning  10:30-11:30 

15.03.23 Early Years’ Curriculum Evening 17:45-18:30 

17.03.23 Red Nose Day for Comic Relief 

17.03.23 Open A6ernoon for Years  1 and 2, 14:45-15:15 

22.03.23 Rev. Ana Lawrence visi%ng Toucans Class  

22.03.23 Rev. Ana Lawrence, delivering a Whole School Easter Assembly  

23.03.23 Specialist Provision Crea%ve A6ernoon 14:00-15:00 

23.03.23 Year 6 SATs & Okehampton mee%ng for Parents  15:30-16:30 

24.03.23 Key Stage 2 French Ac%vity A6ernoon 

27.03.23 Year 1 visit to Puxton Park 

27.03.23 Spring Governors' Awards Assembly 14:40-15:10 

29.03.23 School Parents’ Evening (video appointments) 15:30-18:30 

30.03.23 School Parents’ Evening (video appointments) 15:30-18:30 

03 to 14.04.23 Easter Holidays 
 

Please check the School Calendar on our Website for further events throughout the year: h�ps://

www.brooksideacademy.co.uk/calendar/ 

We use email and text as our main means of communica%ng with parents and carers.  If you have not 

provided us with an up-to-date email address or mobile phone number, please do so. You may be 

missing out on important  informa%on. 

Privacy No-ce Reminder 

The Academy's Privacy 

No%ce for Pupils and   

Parents  is available to 

view under the ‘Policies’ 

area  of our website:  

h:ps://

www.brooksideacademy.

co.uk/policies/   

This no%ce explains the 

data collected by the 

Academy, why it is         

collected and your rights 

over this data.   



Absence from School 

A*endance at school is vital to your child’s  learning and development.   

Children’s progress will be affected if they are absent.  

We have a statutory obliga%on to inves%gate any child’s a*endance that falls below 90% or below the 10 ses-

sion absence threshold (10 or more half day absences within a 12-week period).     Evidence of medical appoint-

ments, e.g. Doctor’s/hospital/Den%st appointment cards/le*ers, etc., is required.   

If your child is ill, please no%fy us before 9.00am via the Studybugs app, which is available to download from: 

studybugs.com.   

Please inform the school beforehand if your child has to a*end an appointment.   

We are not able to authorise holidays in term %me..  

Children who arrive or leave school during the day must be signed in or out at the Academy office. 



Free School Meals 

Children who a*end a Somerset County Council school, whose parents or carers receive 

any of the following are en%tled to free school meals: 
 

• Universal Credit with an annual household income of less than £7,400 a6er tax 

• Income Support (IS)  

• Employment and Support Allowance (Income related)  

• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not Contribu%on based  

• Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.  

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigra%on and Asylum Act 1999  

• Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190, as long as the 

family is not also in receipt of Working Tax Credit.  
 

Only the benefits listed above qualify for free school meals. If you have recently become unemployed but are 

s%ll receiving Working Tax Credits, you may be en%tled to free school meals.  
 

Non-Benefit related addi%onal eligibility criteria: 

 

Children of families who don’t receive these benefits may also qualify for free school meals if the family’s annual 

household income is no higher than the following: 

 

• £22,700 for families outside of London with one child 

• £26,300 for families outside of London with two or more children. 
 

And the parent or carer meets any of the following criteria: 
 

• you are a Zambrano or Chen carer 

• families who have no recourse to public funds with a right to remain in the UK on grounds of private and 

family life under Ar%cle 8 of the European Conven%on on Human Rights 

• families receiving support under Sec%on 17 of the Children Act 1989 who are also subject to a no recourse to 

public funds restric%on 

• a subset of failed asylum seekers supported under Sec%on 4 of the Immigra%on and Asylum Act 1999 

• you hold a Bri%sh Na%onal (Overseas) – BN(O) – passport 

• you are a spousal visa, work visa or student visa holder 

• you have no immigra%on status. 
 

Please phone the Children and Young People's Team on 0300 123 2224 for advice.   

Children must be in school all day and they will be provided with a meal at lunch%me which is paid for by the 

school. 

It is the responsibility of the parents or carers to register their en%tlement and request free school meals for 

their children.  

Children in nursery do not qualify for a free meal un%l they start school, but applica%ons will be processed so 

that when your child starts school, you will already be no%fied whether they qualify for a free school meal or 

not. 

Forms are available from the Brookside Academy Office or apply online at: h*ps://www.somerset.gov.uk/

educa%on-and-families/free-school-meals/   

Uniform Reminder                                                                                                                                                   

The school uniform is very simple and reasonably priced. We expect the children to wear it:  White or red 

shirt/blouse or polo shirt, Brookside sweatshirt or cardigan (a plain, low-cost, red sweatshirt or cardigan is 

acceptable), grey or black skirt or trousers/shorts, red & white summer dress, black shoes.  PE kit is red t-shirt and 

black shorts and warm joggers and trainers for the Winter.  A warm, waterproof coat in wet/cold weather.  Hair 

should be natural in colour and not of an extreme style (Mohicans, skinheads, or tramlines, are not acceptable). 

Every child should have a book bag and a PE bag.  We give each new Early Years child a book bag before they start 

school.  Sweatshirts, cardigans, PE kit and book bags can be ordered via the ‘Uniform’ link on the Academy Website.  

ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE CLEARLY NAMED – PLEASE.  Parents/carers will receive a text reminder if their child isn’t 

wearing the correct uniform. 



Thank you to everyone who has checked/updated their school children’s Data Collec-on and 

Parental Consents on the SIMS Parent App.  Please can we ask that all parents complete this as 

soon as possible.  Thank you! 

SIMS Parent App   

We have a convenient way for you to access, review and request changes to the data held on you and your children, as 

well as see key term dates and other informa%on.  You are able to access our new SIMS Parent app and website at your 

own convenience via smartphone, tablet or PC – any%me, anywhere.  

What will you find in SIMS Parent: 

• School term, inset dates and contact details available at the click of a bu*on. 

• Access to update your contact details, so we always have the most up-to-date informa%on in case of emergency. 

• Access to update Parental Consents for your child. 

• Your child’s a*endance data. 

• Your child’s end of year report will be available here at the end of the Summer term 2023. 

If you have more than one child at school, you’ll have access to this informa%on for all your children, from the same app.  

(Please note that this App is not available for our Nursery parents, as their children’s records are held on a separate       

system; please contact the Academy Office if you would like to make changes to the personal informa%on we hold for 

Nursery children.) 





 

 

 




